2023-2024 Council Values

Council Vision Statement

The Brownsville City Council works collaboratively and effectively with each other, staff, and
community partners to preserve the historic character and economic health of our town and to create a
high quality of life for our citizens.

A Vision for Brownsville

For a tiny rural Oregon community, Brownsville has a huge presence. It is well-known throughout the
state for its friendly welcome and for being a safe, clean, and attractive town. It is clear that residents
value its historic character and make special efforts to preserve and enhance it. Talk to business owners
in the thriving north and south business areas and you will find that it is the creative working
relationships between city government and private, county, state, and federal partners that sustain our
economic health and well-being. Residents participate in Brownsville's inclusive process of growing and
enhancing our high quality of life. Brownsville citizens care about healthy city finances, they expect
infrastructure that delivers, and they elect a City Council that works for the benefit of the community.
Public spaces are a vital part of Brownsville's sense of place; citizens' and city government's attention
to the appearance and cleanliness of parks, streets, and neighborhoods adds to the town's livability.

Tag line

Brownsville: Where People Care, Business Thrives, and History Lives

Who we are?

Brownsville is a City that is proud of its past while constantly improving toward the future for the benefit
of our citizens. We are a group of citizens that honor each other by carefully balancing the social contract
(Brownsville Municipal Code) to keep peace and order. The Brownsville Municipal Code and
Comprehensive Plan help define the role of the City. Organizational transparency is a focus of Council.
Council is working closely with Staff, volunteers, civic organizations, appointed officials and the
citizenry to execute identified goals and carry out the responsibilities of the City.

Brownsville has a tremendous sense of place and synergy between City Hall and our residents. Active
citizens are the true strength of Brownsville as evidenced by the volunteers who give freely of themselves
to provide many municipal functions and civic services. Many civic organizations implement their
missions actively in our community which provides a quality of life and vibrancy that is uncommon.
Community events are planned and designed to invite people into town to share what Brownsville has
to offer.

Council recognizes that many civic organizations and the City government are working diligently on
implementing organizational development concepts in order to more efficiently provide services.
Council recognizes that we are in a transition period between an authoritative model and are collectively
moving toward a new, participatory approach within the organization and throughout the community.

What do we want for Brownsville?

Brownsville should honor the past, maintain a healthy present and strive to assure a dynamic future
by focusing on fundamental municipal services such as:

2023-2024 Council Values | Final Page | 10f 3



2023-2024 Council Values

1. Treasury Health 7. Contract Administration
2. Water 8. Personnel

3. Sewer 9. Police Protection

4. Capital Improvements 10.  Municipal Court

5. Parks 11. Library Services

6. Streets 12.  Planning & Zoning

Organizational Development

Elected & Appointed Officials. People who understand their role and responsibilities for the
City as policy & decision makers. People who have a tremendous amount of pride and caring
about the future of Brownsville. People who understand the financial nuances of local
government in Oregon. People who understand and respect the significant contributions of
Staff. People who are focused on the greater good they can collectively make in the community.
People who understand the mission of the City and who can explain City policy and issues with
the general public. People who represent Brownsville citizenry as well as City Staff.

Staff. People who understand their multiple roles and responsibilities. People who love coming
to work. People who are interested in creating the best possible work environment that is full
of respect and compassion for the citizens and is honest and trusting among all the ranks of
the organization. People who don't complain about what they cannot control but people who
are interested in creating practical, cost-effective solutions for those issues they can control.
People who expect more than the ordinary from themselves and from each other.

Organizational Axiom. Creating, developing and maintaining effective relationships with
individuals, other civic organizations, County, State & Federal government personnel.
Understanding that the number one priority of the City is relationship building. The City shall
honor relationships and the ordinances and laws of the land. The City shall be ever mindful of
the importance of the social contract of government and the order that it strives to preserve for
the sake of freedom.

Civil Rights Act of 1964. The City creates an environment of equal access to opportunities for
all individuals in Brownsville. The City is committed to equal access through Federal and State
laws, but also through local practice principled in the elimination of bias and barriers that may
exist in the community and from developing in the City’s organization. Council shall continue
to consider implications of new and past policies that may create unnecessary barriers for
members of minority groups, women, veterans and vulnerable populations.

NOTES: Council has discussed many organizational theories & objectives as well as identifying
important critical thinking models that will serve as a guide for making better decisions. Below
are a few of those models:

THE PROCESS OF PROGRESS

1. Recognize & Identify
2. Accept & Agree
3. Strategize & Develop Action Steps
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4. Implement & Execute
5. Review Outcomes

LEXTPOL’S 10 FAMILIES OF RISK MODEL
1. External Risks
2. Legal & Regulatory Risks
3. Strategic Risks
4. Organizational Risks
5. Operational Risks
6. Information Risks
7. Human Resources Risks
8. Technology Risks
9. Financial and Administrative Risks

10. Political Risks

How are expectations set in City Government?

ﬂ Laws & Municipal Code \

4 Standards

4+ Requirements & Rules

4+ Memoranda of Understanding
+ Contracts VS.
4+ Agreements

Acceptable
Conduct

Unacceptable
+ Employee Handbook Conduct
4 Societal Norms
4 Cultural Nuances
4 Public Opinion /
Decision Making

1. General Liability 6. Need or Want

2. Legal Implication 7. Political Lift or Will

3. Legality 8. Support or Lack of

4. Precedence 9. Resource Management

5. Staff Capacity 10. Community Implications
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