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December 21st, 2021 
 
ROLL CALL: Mayor Don Ware called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Community Room with Councilor Thompson, Councilor Hansen, Councilor Humphreys, 
Councilor Chambers, and Councilor Craven present. Councilor Neddeau joined the 
meeting by teleconference. Public Works Superintendent Karl Frink, Administrative 
Assistant Tammi Morrow, and City Administrator Scott McDowell were also present. 
Public members in the room included Pamela Solberg, John Claasen, Steve and Nan Van 
Sandt, Norman Simms and Marilee Frazier (Emergency Preparedness Committee) and 
Tia Parrish (The Times).   
 
PUBLIC: Council chambers provided a listening room with Administrative Assistant 
Elizabeth Coleman, Richard & Michelle Micklewright, Stella Eversull, Donald Lyon, 
Connie Bull, Ira White, Doug Block, Allen Buzzard, Kathleen Swayze, Lori Garcy 
(Brownsville Art Association), Cheryl Haworth, Don Andrews, Yolonda & Rick Tauzer, 
Casey & Brye Lester, Brian Neininger, Timothy Borgen, Heather Dillon, Melissa Haendel, 
Nichole Solberg, Kris Solberg, Victoria Corbett, Mary Oleri, Patrick Starnes, Barbara 
Anderson, Geneva Sedlar, Jason Curtis, and Winnie Barron present. 
 
The pledge of allegiance was recited. 
 
McDowell reminded everyone that the microphones in the room are very sensitive. Please 
do not engage in side conversations as they will muddle the recording. We also have a 
listener on the phone tonight, so it may be difficult for them to hear with a lot of 
background noise. This will be a hybrid meeting utilizing in-person, a listening room, and 
online access for the meeting.  
 
ADDITIONS AND DELETIONS: Mr. McDowell reported that additions tonight 
include Resolution 2021.27 and Resolution 2021.28 under Legislation.  
 
MINUTES: Councilor Craven made a motion to approve the November 23rd, 2021 
minutes. Councilor Chambers seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  
 
PUBLIC HEARING | PRESENTATIONS:   
 
1. Emergency Preparedness Committee | President Norman Simms and 

Marilee Frazier. President Simms recapped the annual report for Council which 
was included in the agenda packet. He stated that the group has been conducting 
quarterly meetings and working toward the annual goals and objectives. Mr. Simms 
encouraged each Council member to take the National Incident Management System 
(NIMS) training every two or four years through FEMA’s website. This training is 
important for future disaster events. Mrs. Frazier exhibited the recent community EPC 
newsletter, and also the magnets the group has generated. The magnets highlight 
household emergency contact information, and the group intends to distribute those 
through the local schools and various community events.   
 

2. Brownsville Art Association | Dr. Lori Garcy. Dr. Garcy stated that she has been 
coming to Council and representing the BAA for 10 years! It is a labor of love for her, 
and she is pleased to do it. Garcy talked about the changes that have happened over 
the last 10 years, and how the pandemic has affected their association. Dr. Garcy 
thanked the City for the wonderful support over the years. Mayor Ware commented 
that the City is very fortunate to have such a great art center for a town our size.  
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Citizen’s Comments. Due to the high number of attendees in relation to Resolution 
2021.25, the citizen’s comments section was moved up on the agenda to address the issue. 
Some folks had prepared written statements. All collected statements will be attached to 
these minutes.  
 
Folks speaking in opposition of R 2021.25 included Kathleen Swayze, Richard 
Micklewright, Dr. Melissa Haendel, Don Lyon, Timothy Borgen, Yolonda and Rick 
Tauzer, Connie Bull, Cheryl Haworth, Don Andrews, Winnie Barron, Patrick Starnes, and 
Tori Corbett. Various reasons were given.  
 
Folks speaking in support of R 2021.25 included Brye Lester, Ira White, Heather Dillon, 
Nichole Solberg, Jason Curtis, Pamela Solberg, John Claasen, and Steve and Nan Van 
Sandt. Various reasons were given.  
 
Council Comments and Discussion. 
 
Councilor Chambers stated that she believes hypocrisy is on display. When Council was 
all but forced to approve marijuana in town, Council was told time after time in public 
comments that it was ok to go against Federal law (which held that marijuana was illegal 
at the Federal level). Now, many of these same folks are here standing up for the “obeying 
the laws.” Councilor Chambers stated that she supports this resolution, as it only has to 
do with protecting City Staff. Masks and all other protocols will continue to be followed 
at City Hall.  
 
Councilor Craven stated that mandates are not laws, and not enforceable as laws are. He 
stated that the PCR test has undergone a recall, and as of January 1st will no longer be 
used. The recall is due to false numbers being reported as this test does not differentiate 
between positive tests of Covid, the flu and pneumonia. Craven stated that he believes the 
majority of the Staff support R 2021.25, and he supports their right to choose.  
 
Councilor Thompson stated that she very much cares about the City employees. 
Thompson stated that the employees are not being terminated. She would like Council to 
do their homework before causing more divisiveness in the community.  
 
Councilor Craven moved to approve R 2021.25. Councilor Chambers seconded the 
motion.  
 
Discussion was called for. Councilor Humphreys stated that he doesn’t feel like we have 
heard from the whole community. He feels like the wording could be improved, and 
offered some suggestions. Councilor Humphreys stated the resolution is good because of 
the direction. He believes Council is here to support the employees, but not to argue with 
the government. 
 
Councilor Hansen stated that no resolution is perfect, and asked if Councilor Humphreys 
would vote for the resolution as presented tonight. Councilor Humphreys stated he would 
not.   
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Councilor Neddeau stated that Council could rewrite the resolution one thousand times, 
and it would never be perfect. He thinks it is pretty good the way it is.  
 
Mayor Ware called for the vote. Councilor Chambers, Councilor Craven, Councilor 
Neddeau, Councilor Hansen and Mayor Ware voted to pass R 2021.25. Voting in 
opposition were Councilor Thompson and Councilor Humphreys. The motion passed 5-
2.  
 
Mayor Ware stated that whatever side you are on, let’s try to respect each other in spite of 
our differing beliefs. Council took a 5 minute recess. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING | PRESENTATIONS (continued):   
 
3. Cybersecurity Review. Mr. McDowell stated that included in the agenda packet is 

an article about cybersecurity. CIS (City County Insurance Services) has required the 
City to share this information with Council. Ransomware is completely out of control, 
and it is becoming more of a threat all the time. Resources will have to continually be 
spent and used if the City wants to use computers. 
 

4. Annual Audit Review. Mr. McDowell reported that the FYE 6/30/2021 audit was 
completed and submitted to the State Audit Division. McDowell reviewed the 
highlights and total net position. With good fiscal management the City is able to self-
fund small projects. McDowell recapped the bonds. By recently refunding the bonds, 
the City was able to save the City over $2 million. The bond taxes were not levied this 
year due to the refunding of the debt. Mr. McDowell also reviewed the financial month 
end recap for Council.  

 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS:  
 
1. Linn County Sheriff’s Office (LCSO) Sheriff’s Report. Sergeant Steve Frambes 

was present to report for the month, including 12 citations, 16 warnings, and 220.75 
patrol hours for the City. Sergeant Frambes stated that Deputy Vanderhoof is a K-9 
officer now, and will be back in the area for patrol again. Frambes also talked about 
the traffic data from the mobile speed devices deployed around town. This data will 
help LCSO use focus patrols in the highest need areas. Mayor Ware expressed his 
appreciation for the traffic study and the closer margin between citations and 
warnings.  
 
Public Works (PW). Superintendent Karl Frink recapped activities and projects for 
the month. Frink stated that the park leaf cleanup is almost finished.  

 
The traffic counters were installed two weeks ago. There is one at the Baptist Church, 
and one on Washburn. The cameras collect data for traffic traveling in both directions. 
It is a little tricky to set up and utilize. 
 
PW is now discharging from the south WWTP, and will begin discharging from the 
north WWTP soon. The heavy rains are a concern for keeping water levels at optimum 
levels.   

 
2. Administration. Mr. McDowell informed Council of Sean Johnson’s retirement 

from the Central Linn Recreation Association Board of Directors. Ms. Katy Kallai will 
be filling his position as president. In a letter McDowell read, Johnson expressed his 
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appreciation of Council’s support over the last 10 years for the CLRA. Mr. McDowell 
also reported that Staff is working on an electronic door  for the CLRC.  

 
 

Jonathan Dunn is preparing information for Council review for the CLRC. After the 
plans are ready, it may be possible to do the project in 2023.  
 
Mr. McDowell has a meeting scheduled for Monday with David Ris, City Attorney’s 
Office, to review the Pacific Power agreement.  
 
Councilor Craven and Mr. McDowell met with the Canal Company. They are ready to 
move forward. McDowell will be working on storyboards in preparation of the public 
meetings that will be required. There was recently a complaint regarding water 
trickling and flooding onto private property. After investigation, it was determined the 
complaint should be directed to the Canal Company, it is not a City issue. 
 
Mr. McDowell reported that the State of Oregon through DLCD is now requiring all 
cities to report all surplus land. The City of Brownsville has no surplus land.  
 
McDowell reported that Columbia Bank is the new issuer of our bond. The payment is 
due in January.  
 
McDowell informed Council that the Linn County valuation has gone up. When folks 
get their tax bill, they will likely see an increase in taxes due to the higher valuation. 
Council may be getting complaints about higher taxes from the citizens.  
 
McDowell reported that the DTSS project finished up last week. Overall, the project 
turned out great. There are still some things to complete. City engineer, Ryan Quigley, 
is still collecting numbers on the final costs associated with the fuel tank found on 
Spaulding Avenue.  
 
McDowell reported that he attended the Tangent City Council meeting. They voted 
unanimously to join the MVP (Mid-Valley Prosperity) group. McDowell will be 
traveling to Scio in February to make the presentation to them. JayRay is making great 
progress toward the logo and branding. The group also secured $20,000 from the 
State of Oregon in grant funds for the mission.  
 
The Linx transportation project is on hold, as the City is waiting for definitive numbers 
from the City of Lebanon. Mayor Ware and Councilor Thompson are on this 
committee. 
 
McDowell reported that Disaster Preparedness (D-prep) is still waiting on the scope 
to get finished.  

 

Staff continues to work on the River’s Edge project.  
 
McDowell reviewed a Policy & FYI for Council. The website is current now with emails 
and contact information for each councilor. McDowell created hot links on the website 
for Councilors so that constituents can easily contact Council by email. The emails are 
directed to the City established 97327 emails set up for each Councilor. If Council does 
not know how to access their 97327 email, please contact Mr. McDowell for further 
information.  

 

3. Planning. No comments.  
 



   Council Minutes

 

 

Brownsville City Council Minutes – December 21st, 2021 Page | 5 of 6 
 

4. Library. Councilor Thompson stated that she is disappointed that the Library will be 
closed during Christmas break. She understands that it is too late to do anything about 
it this year, but perhaps it can be done differently next year? McDowell replied that it 
is just the way the calendar falls this year. It is difficult to get volunteers during the 
holiday season. Councilor Chambers suggested that perhaps Council could volunteer.  

 
5. Court. No comments.   

 
6. Council Comments.  No comments.  

 
7. Citizen Comments.   

Allen Buzzard, School Avenue, stated that he applied for the Parks & Open Space 
Advisory Board vacancy, and would like to serve in this position.  
 

LEGISLATIVE: 
 

1. Resolution 2021.26 | Recognizing Gerber Public Service. Councilor 
Thompson commented that she thought this resolution was a fantastic 
accommodation for Carla Gerber. She stated that she believed it would be better if 
the resolution was read aloud into the record. Councilor Thompson asked 
Councilor Craven to read it. Councilor Craven politely declined. Councilor 
Thompson moved to approve R 2021.26. Councilor Chambers seconded the 
motion and it passed unanimously.  
 
Councilor Thompson read the resolution into the record.  
 
Councilor Chambers asked Councilor Thompson why she suggested that Councilor 
Craven personally read the resolution into record? Chambers stated that this is not 
what Council has done in the past, and she felt like it was passive-aggressive 
behavior. Councilor Chambers asked for clarification from Councilor Thompson; 
clarification was not forthcoming. Councilor Craven said, “I know why.” Craven 
continued, “I think we all know why. I think we should just move on.” Mayor Ware, 
Councilor Craven and Councilor Thompson agreed to move forward with the 
meeting. Councilor Thompson read the resolution commemorating Carla Gerber’s 
service. McDowell stated that there is a small gift for Carla Gerber downstairs and 
encouraged Council to stop in to see it if they would like to.   
 

2. Resolution 2021.27 | ARPA (American Rescue Plan Act). Mr. McDowell 
stated this resolution is simply articulating exactly what Council is doing with the 
ARPA funds. Councilor Humphreys moved to approve R 2021.27. Councilor 
Chambers seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  
 

3. Resolution 2021.28 | New year’s Eve Resolution. McDowell stated that he 
thought Council had taken care of this last year. Councilor Thompson asked if this 
is an average holiday for cities? McDowell replied in the affirmative. Councilor 
Chambers moved to approve R 2021.28. Councilor Craven seconded the motion 
and it passed unanimously.  

 
ACTION ITEMS: 
 

1. Canal Company.  Mr. McDowell stated that the Canal Company is working on a 
few things. Councilor Humphreys moved to authorize Staff to go forward with 
developing a draft agreement proposal. Councilor Hansen seconded the motion 
and it passed unanimously.  
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DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

 
1. Annual Council Goals Review | Schedule for 2022.  McDowell stated that 

Council goal session is generally held in January or February. He will send out a 
poll to get the best meeting time for the group.  
 

2. Linn County Sheriff’s Office Quarterly Meeting Outcome. Mayor Ware 
reported that he recently attended the LCSO quarterly meeting with Mr. 
McDowell. The City’s dissatisfaction with the ratio of citation and warnings 
numbers was expressed. One other city stated they had a similar issue. Sheriff Jim 
Yon introduced Michele Duncan as the new Sheriff. Mayor Ware said the group 
expressed their appreciation for Mr. McDowell getting this group together to 
represent all of our local cities. The general consensus was a good feeling of 
working together now toward our common goals.  

 

3. Pharmacy Impacts and Policy. Councilor Chambers and Councilor 
Humphreys recently met with Joe Ervin, Brownsville Pharmacy, regarding the 
letter he sent to Council last month. The discussion centered around the impact of 
the CAT on his small business. Council would like to advocate for our small 
businesses in town, and encouraged Mr. McDowell to bring more information to 
Council next month. Councilor Chambers and Councilor Humphreys will reach out 
to other small businesses in town to gauge impact. Mayor Ware volunteered to help 
where needed.   
 

4. November Financials. No comments or questions. 
 

CITIZEN QUESTIONS & COMMENTS. No comments.  
 
COUNCIL COMMENTS.  
Councilor Craven reflected on the last year, his first as a City Councilor. He stated his 
appreciation for being a part of it, although there have been challenging moments. Craven 
stated that he felt the constituents are happy with his performance, and they are glad to 
have a voice representing them. He encouraged people to challenge him as Council moves 
into the new year, stating that is how growth happens.  
 
Councilor Thompson stated that she is troubled by the meeting tonight. She felt one 
public speaker was not respected by the audience. Councilor Craven stated that she could 
ask Mayor Ware for a point of order. Councilor Hansen stated that he did signal them to 
be quiet, and they did immediately comply. Mr. McDowell also mentioned past public 
speakers leveling attacks on Staff; this kind of unwarranted behavior needs to be 
addressed as well. Just as Council addresses the public civilly, the same courtesy should 
be extended to Council and Staff. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: Council adjourned by consensus at 9:54 p.m.  
 
 
 
 
City Administrator S. Scott McDowell Mayor Don Ware 




































