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The Phase | Contractor (Emery & Sons) completed
the second month of construction work on the treatment
works portion of the project. To date, work has focused
on the construction of the dikes for the new lagoon at the
South Treatment Plant. During the next two months, the
Phase | contractor will accelerate the pace of work to take
advantage of the dry summer and fall weather conditions.
Much of the work included in Phase | is weather sensitive
and must be completed before the onset of winter rains.
During the next two months, the Phase | contractor will
have several crews working at both the South and North
Wastewater treatment plants as well as the new efyuent
forcemain running from the north plant to the south plant.
The Phase | project remains on schedule for a completion
date of March, 2008.

Upcoming Meetings And Events

City Council - September 17, October 15, November 19
and December 21. All Council meetings are upstairs in
Brownsville City Hall. Please watch the message board
by City Hall for other meetings.

Surplus Sale - City Shops - Hume St. - Sept. 15 9-11 a.m.
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NSo Far So Goodo

After a fast start for the Phase 11 contractor (Pacipc
Excavation), work has slowed during the last month.
Phase Il inlcudes all the collection line improvements.
The Phase Il contractor completed work on the North
collection system ahead of schedule and moved on to the
trunk sewer along Hwy. 288 about a week earlier than
expected. Work along the highway has been slower than
expected due to challenging ground conditions. Though
not uncommon, the ground conditions have slowed the
rate of work and the Phase Il contractor is likely going
to need to mobilize a second mainline construction crew
to regain the lost time. In the coming weeks, the Phase
Il contractor will continue to work east along Hwy. 228
toward the intersection with Washburn. One crew will
then turn north along Washburn Street and work toward
the Calapooia River siphon. If mobilized, the second
crew will work south along Washburn Street to the end of
the Washburn Street sewer line. The competion date for
the project has been moved back to December, 2007, to
provide time for some needed waterline relocation work
that has been added to the project.

It has been a joy to work with City staff, the City
Council and the residents of Brownsville on this project.
the amount of support from the community is uinque in
this industry and in this State. All parties involved will
continue to work toward delivereing a successful project
for the City.

Christopher J. Brugato, P.E.
Westech Engineering, Inc.




Water Shutoff Policy Change

Upon reviewing the use of resources and services
provided to the public over the last six months, it has been
determined that a few changes are needed in order to maxi-
mize limited resources. One area that needed immediate
attention was the way in which the City handles water
shutoffs. Employees were being sent out to customerds
homes multiple times, communication with tenants and
landlords was not interfacing adequately and staff was
having a difpcult time keeping up with the demand gener-
ated by requests for service. It was evident that a change
needed to be made to make the process more efpcient
and effective for both the customers and the employees.

Below is a list of what the City is doing to improve
in this area:

1. For all accounts, water shutoffs will occur between 11
a.m. and 12 noon.

2. Public Works will turn water on between 3 p.m. and 4
p.m.

3. Landlords will be responsible for the utility charges until
a new tenant signs up for service.

4. Landlords need to make sure the tenant, 1) completes
an application for Water & Sewer Service and 2) makes the
$100 deposit.

Water And Sewer Rates

Rates have been increased by 3% for water ser-
vice and 5% for sewer service. Historically, Council has
adjusted rates annually based on the rising costs of prices
for services used in the production and treatment of these
utilities. However, with the advent of the WWIP, Council
has to ensure that revenue streams are structured appro-
priately to retire the debt. The City will not have actual
operational numbers for the new Sewer Treatment Works
until pscal year 2009-2010. The plant will come online
in April or May of 2008 and until we have a year of ex-
perience we will not truly know our costs of operation.

The City is exploring the implementation of a

plan that would retire the debt on the Water Bonds which
were encumbered in 1998 sooner than the original term for
those bonds. Steps must be taken to retire the debt while
operating and maintaining the existing system. The Cityds
water and sewer infrastructure is a multi-million dollar
asset and must be maintained in accordance with Fed-
eral and State law. Since these are known as oenterprise
funds,0 the only way improvements and maintenance of
the infrastructure can take place is through user rates. The
City will be looking for assistance from the Oregon Asso-
ciation of Water Utilities in conducting a rate study to de-
termine current and future rates based on all the variables.

Surplus Sale September 15

On Saturday, September 15th, the City Shop will
be open from 9 a.m. until 11 a.m. for the public to view
items to be sold. The following are examples of what is
available for sealed bidding:

Flail mowers, Dodge service truck, Ford boom truck, play
equipment, Patch King Hot Box, yoor buffer / sander, mis-
cellaneous ofpce & computer equipment, portable partition
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wall, large table jointer, Kubota lawn mower and bagger,
gas powered manhole blower, cylinder scale, small table,
irrigation equipment, tires and parts, concrete boxes, metal
table frame and old street signs.

All bids must be received at City Hall by no later
than 4:30 p.m. on Monday, September 17th, 2007.







